36	BBUSSBLS-SOMMB
Army against Antwerp east of the Dyle Canal between
Louvain-Malines, and, if necessary, to be able to con-
tinue its advance in a westerly direction (the bend in the
road at Haecht was believed to be under fire from the
guns of the Antwerp forts). The IV. Reserve Corps
occupied Louvain with its advanced troops. The
interval between the leading and rear divisions of both
the Eeserve Corps was to depend on the length of their
day's march. The First Army was thus in such a posi-
tion that the great majority of the troops could have a
much-needed rest.
The Order also directed, as was now feasible, the
second line transport of the II. Corps to pass through
the III. Eeserve Corps and join up with the first line
transport of its corps, and for that of the IV. Corps to
move through Brussels or its southern suburbs, passing
Louvain in good time, and avoiding the line of march of
the III. Corps. Special orders were given for guarding
the corps ammunition depots against the population,
also for protecting the bridge near the Gette at Haelen
by the III. Eeserve Corps, and for the rapid restoration
of the railway bridge west of St. Trond, with the help of
the Lines of Communication troops, so that it might
carry loaded motor lorries. Army Headquarters re-
mained at Louvain.
The report that arrived on the 21st that the country
as far as the line Ghent-Audenarde-Tournai was clear
of the enemy was important. On this the Army Com-
mander had to make up his mind as to the direction in
which the advance was to be continued. According to
the original instructions, the duties of the First Army,
besides that of covering Antwerp and guarding its own
communications, were, as has been repeatedly men-
tioned, the protection of the right flank of the German

